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Mlchel raps policy
on Central America

By Dorothy Coliin
Chicago Tribune

WASHINGTON—House Minority
Leader Robert Michel [R., I1l.] Mon-
day criticized the administration's
ha.ndﬁ of its Central American pol-
icy warped President “Reagan
that the American people are becom-

ing worried that ‘‘they might have
another Vietnam on their hands.”
an interview, Michel said be
thonght that what the United States
”~ doing "in Central

Amenca is

” ~but ‘that
who)eiotm”

House
[D Mass.] said be thinks 's

xsffinghwnngtbeAmmean

E;e bo'id rs he thinks the
plan to’ three naval “battle
aoups to conduct exercises off the

ntral American coast is “awful,
mbsolutely awful.”

" THE SPEAKER said the naval
maneuvers not only frighten Ameri-
cans but also frighten Amer-
ican comnns

“‘It's an unneeded ‘show of

is we want mﬂo a
er Tbomas O‘Neﬂl'

strength,” he said. “Unneeded shows !
of strength can cause you terrible

problems.”

Miche} said he urged the President
to assure the American lic that
Central America will ot be another
Vietnam and suggested ‘that the
White House bas not done a very
good job of educating the public
about what it is trying to achieve in
Centrel Americsa.

“I want to underscore the goint
that we’'ve got some work to do to

ple on our
‘You ve got to

get the American

side,” Michel said.

sell your policy. We have fallen down
on selhng the policy

Centra] America at a White House
mee with ‘the President and his
top aides. Senate Masajority 'Leader

Howard Baker {R., Tenn.] also was
present.

MICHEL, WHO represents Peoria,

u ﬂresub)ectoff

said he showed Reagan a copy of a |

Peoria Journal Star front page that
had a huge close-up picture of names
from the V:emam war memorial in
Washington and the line: “A first
step to more GI graves.”

Inslde, the “lead editorial
headlined ‘‘Remember Vietnam,'
said: ‘““We wish Reagan would getoﬁ’
this dangerous course and stop

~trymg to solve with guns the

probemsgmwmgwtofeenmnesof
social injustice.” ~ -
“‘Simpli reliance on weapons

‘will get us mothing but thousands
morenamestowtonanotherme.

morial ‘stone in Washmgmn *
editorial concluded. * we'll have

*asmuchtoshawforltaswedom

Vietnam.” X
Peoria, a eemralnhnons mdnstna]

‘city in the beart of rich farmland, is
'oftenusedeashmgtonasatest‘.

for what people are thinking ‘in
“Middie America.” .

Michel . said mhc concern was
beightened by tgim’s' announce-
ment last week that the battle
groups, which will include two air-
craft carriers, would conduct exer-
cises off Central America, and by
reports that more CIA aid is planned
for the antl-Sandmxsta guerrillas in
Nicaragua. -

“DO WE »’REALLY NEED that
show of force?” Michel asked of the
battle groups. ‘“You don’t need carri-
ers to interdict arms unless there is

something else you want to say.

‘“We have more of a problem sell-
ing our own people than we do send-

'mg a message to a potential adver-
" chhs

said, adding that be is

afraxd the President is “overpiay

ing” his hand and “losing support In

Co and with the American
people.’’

Asked bow the President reacted

to his remarks, Michel said: ‘“He
listeped.”

The two House Jeaders made their
criticisms on the eve of the House

-debate on a bill that would cut off

covert aid to the Nicaraguan rebeis.
The legislation would provide $80
million in open aid to help friendly
Central American countnes inter-
cept arms being shipped across their
borders.

The vote is thought to very
close, and both sides think Reagan s
recent moves could affect the
outcome. -

,fort!mngny
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IN THE SENATE, Christopher
Dodd [D., Conn.], & critic of
‘Reagan’s Central Amenean policy,
-said the naval exercises by the ba
-groups and combined U.S. -Hondm-an
mili ground exercises planned
caraguan—Honduran border

Taise questions. about the ‘War
Powers%esohmon

Dodd, & ember . of the Foreign -
“Relations Committee, -asked Sen.
reries Percy (R L], chairman of

co!
with Secretary aoxf-mélt%te mG:itxl'gg.‘
-Shultz to discuss the situation.
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